WEDDINGS
AT THE
MESSAGE ENTERPRISE CENTRE

The Message Enterprise Centre
Harper Road
Manchester
M22 4RG
0161 946 2300
info@messageevents.co.uk
messageevents
message-events
messageevents.co.uk/weddings

Let the Message Enterprise Centre
play a part in your special day
Our team is totally committed to meeting and exceeding your
wedding expectations with attention to detail at every level.
Our facilities are modern, elegant and flexible, and will fulfil your
exact requirements and ensure a seamless experience.
Use this brochure as a guide to plan your perfect day, but feel
free to contact our team so we can assist in customising your
event to turn your dream wedding into a reality.
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Who we are
We’ve been hosting couples on their most special day since
2013. Every member of staff you’ll work with is fully qualified and
brings a wealth of events, catering and hospitality experience.
We’re passionate about going above and beyond to give you and
your guests an unforgettable experience.

Visit our website to
meet the team:
messageevents.co.uk

What motivates us
The Message Enterprise Centre is a new concept in socially
responsible business, with an ethos unlike any other. We’re
a registered charity committed to working with the most
vulnerable young people in our society, and through our certified
training courses and hands-on mentoring, we’re seeing lives
turned around and helping people who were once part of the
problem become part of the solution.
To find our more visit
All proceeds from your wedding are re-invested into our work
and help us continue to do what we do.
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themec.org.uk

Eight reasons to choose the MEC
1. Prioritising
excellence

5. Personal and
convenient

We hold ourselves to a high
standard of delivery, knowing
that the perfect day is perfect
down to every last detail.

You’ll be working directly
with one of our wedding
co-ordinators who will spend
time getting to know you and
your requirements.

2. Flexibility
Our team will be on hand
from your first planning
meeting to sending you
off into your married
life to help you achieve
everything you’ve dreamed.

3. Budgetfriendly prices
Our pricing is designed to suit
even the tightest budget. If
it’s all adding up to too much,
the MEC could help relieve
some of the pressure.

4. Experienced
team with plenty
of success
Our team prides itself on
offering a world-class service.
Turn to page 19 to hear from
happy couples who have
used the MEC.

6. Integrated
service: venue,
catering, beauty
and more!
Through partnership with our
enterprise businesses, we can
also take care of food, beauty
and more.

7. Help with the
details
If you’re stuck for an idea
or just need some friendly
advice, we’re on hand to offer
suggestions – from timings to
suppliers.

8. Charitable
cause
You’ll be supporting the
Message Enterprise Centre,
helping young people turn
their lives around.
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Introducing... our venue
The Main Hall
The Main Hall is at the heart of our venue. It’s an
open, flexible space with plenty of natural light.
You can extend it into our café area to allow for extra seating
during your champagne reception or wedding breakfast.
By using our white drapes we can cut the main hall in half to
ensure your reception space is just as intimate and special
whether you are hosting 20 or 200 guests.

WEDDING CEREMONIES
In addition to your reception, you are welcome to use our main
hall for your wedding ceremony*. Once the service has finished,
we will encourage your guests to celebrate in our reception
space whilst we reset the room for the wedding breakfast.
* We are not licensed to officiate weddings, but you can still use it for a blessing.

Book a venue visit today – call 0161 946 2300
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Visit our website for a 3D tour

CAPACITY

DIMENSIONS

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES

Wedding breakfast:
200
Evening party:
280

Main seating area:
36m x 7m
Reception area:
11m x 13m
Breakout space 1:
11m x 7m
Breakout space 2:
11m x 7m

• Professional sound system
with mixing desk and four
remote microphones
• Colour-changing LED
lighting throughout
• Star cloth, bunting and fairy
light décor all available
• Licensed bar available until
11pm (option to extend)
• Barista coffee bar
• White drapes throughout the
perimeter of the main hall

Where we are
Our building is a hidden gem between
Northenden and Gatley in south Manchester.
We’re two minutes from the M56 with easy
access to Manchester Airport.

During the week, the Message Enterprise
Centre is a key part of the headquarters for
the award-winning international charity The
Message Trust. For your wedding, we transform
the space to make it a first-class venue.

We offer free parking for up to 100 cars.
Nearby, there are a wealth of local parks
and areas of woodland perfect for photo
opportunities before your reception.

You are welcome to visit us any time during the
week for a coffee and an informal look around
without making an appointment.
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Our packages

K.I.S.S.

(Keep It Simple & Sophisticated)

Afternoon tea

Gold

Diamond

Platinum
Prices are based on 60 day guests and 80 evening guests.
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What’s included in all our packages
We want to help make your wedding as
memorable as possible. That’s why we
include all those little details that make
it special. All our packages include:
OUR TEAM
• A dedicated wedding co-ordinator, on hand to
answer questions, show you around and help
liaise with our recommended suppliers
• Event manager on your wedding day
• Car park attendant to assist with parking
• Master of Ceremonies to introduce the
meal and speeches (if required)

CATERING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Free tasting session with two choices for each course
Customisable bar menu, including two favourites*
White table linen
Circular or rectangular tables
Chairs (up to 200)
Cutlery, crockery and glassware
Water for your tables
Cake stand
Barista coffees for your evening party

SPACE AND DECORATION
•
•
•
•
•

The option to host your ceremony here at no extra cost**
Exclusive use of the venue the day before your wedding
Mirrors and flower vases for table centrepieces
Vintage presents case
Storage for your decorations until the next
working day after your wedding
• Vintage lighting, rustic furniture and
plants for the reception space

AUDIO/VISUAL
• Professional sound system with mixing
desk and four remote microphones
• Colour-changing LED lighting throughout
• Star cloth, bunting and fairy light
décor included as standard
• Customisable Spotify playlists as
background music for your meal
• High-definition projector and television

* If there is any of your chosen draught beer left at the end of
the event, the cost will be added to the invoice at wholesale
price, or you could take the remaining keg home.
** We are not licensed to officiate weddings, but
you can still use it for a blessing.

Turn the page for full package details
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K.I.S.S.
(Keep It Simple
& Sophisticated)

Use our packages as a
guide to help you choose
your style, budget and
theme.
All of our packages can be
customised as much as you
like. Just let us know what bits
you want to add or take off
and we can provide you with a
tailored quote.

Full pricing details
can be viewed on
the Price List insert.
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Afternoon
tea

INCLUDED

INCLUDED

• One bottle of wine per table
• Choice of any hot
buffet (exc BBQ)
• Prosecco for toasts
• Chair covers and coloured
sash (red, purple, wine
red or hessian)
• Licensed bar open until 11pm
• Evening sandwich platter

•		Two bottles of wine per table
•		A selection of homemade
sandwiches, scones, clotted
cream, strawberry jam, cakes
and breakfast tea – served
in real china tableware
• Free-flowing breakfast tea*
• Prosecco for arrival
and toasts
• Chair covers and coloured
sash (red, purple, wine
red or hessian)
• Vintage antique crockery
•		Licensed bar open until 11pm
• Choice of any evening
hot buffet (exc BBQ)

Gold

Diamond

Platinum

INCLUDED

INCLUDED

INCLUDED

• Two bottles of wine per table
• Two-course set meal
• Prosecco and soft
drinks on arrival
• Prosecco for arrival
and toasts
• Evening cold buffet plus
three savoury options
• Chair covers and coloured
sash (red, purple, wine
red or hessian)
• Licensed bar open until 11pm

• Three bottles of
wine per table
• Three-course meal
• Prosecco and soft
drinks on arrival
• Prosecco for toasts
• Tea and filtered coffee
served to your guests
• Evening hot buffet plus
three savoury options
• Chair covers and any
choice of coloured sash
•		Licensed bar open until 12am

• Three bottles of
wine per table
• Three-course meal
(two guest choices)
• Canapés and champagne
on arrival
• Champagne for toasts
• Tea and filtered coffee
served to your guests
• Evening hot buffet or BBQ
served from the Mess Hut
• Chair covers and any
choice of coloured sash
• Linen napkins
• Licensed bar open until 1am
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Customise your day
Build your own package from scratch or customise
an existing one. From an additional children’s room to
keep your little guests happy to personalised décor that
continues your theme – we’ve thought of everything!
EXCLUSIVE
ROOM HIRE*
Exclusive hire of the Message
Enterprise Centre for the day
with white drapes (including
set up the day before).

EXTRA SPACE
Our 1200 sq ft venue in the adjacent
building comes complete with
a 30ft stage, 15ft HD projector,
industry-standard sound system
and enhanced lighting.

DEDICATED
CHILDREN’S ROOM

• Canapés on arrival*
• Tea and filtered coffee
served to your guests*
• Upgrade to our twocourse set menu*
• Upgrade from two to threecourse set menu*
• Additional bottle of wine*
• Additional evening buffet*
• Additional American BBQ buffet*
• Your choice of draught beer
• Extra guest choice for
starter, main or dessert
• Afternoon Tea: upgrade
breakfast tea to a selection
of loose-leaf Suki teas

CHAMPAGNE
WEDDING*

We have two large rooms
attached to the Main Hall, perfect
if you want a safe place to keep
children entertained with a film
shown on our 60” televisions.

Upgrade from prosecco to
champagne for your arrival
and/or toast drinks to treat
your guests like royalty.

DÉCOR

EVENING EXTRAS

• Chair covers with sash*
• Upgrade chair sash in
alternative colour*
• Linen napkins*

• Stage
• Dance floor
• Wedding band

Or work with our personalised
decorator to bring every
table to life and customise
the venue to your theme.

* Included as standard in some packages.
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CATERING OPTIONS

BAR/BARISTA
COFFEE COUNTER*
Open as standard until 11pm, and you
can also extend our opening hours
until 1am. Talk to us if you’d like to
explore an open bar for your guests.

THE MESS HUT*
A unique street food van
available to serve your evening
buffet or to use as your bar.

AUDIO/VISUAL
EQUIPMENT
Basic facilities are included as
standard. But if you’re after
something more advanced for
your DJ or live band, we can work
with you to arrange additional
staging, lighting and sound
equipment – everything you need.

SHINE HAIR
AND BEAUTY
Our adjoining hair and beauty salon
can be made available for bridal party
treatments before your wedding.

Full pricing details
can be viewed on
the Price List insert.

Our trusted suppliers
Since our first wedding reception in 2013,
we’ve kept a list of our favourite suppliers who
will go above and beyond for your wedding.
PHOTOGRAPHER

BRIDAL WEAR

BAND

Hannah Beatrice
photography.hannahbeatrice.co.uk

Wedding Angels
facebook.com/TheWeddingAngels

Funk Soul Family
goodindeedmusic.com

VIDEOGRAPHER

FAVOURS

DJ

Rachael Silvester
rachaelsilvester.com

Dalit Candles
dalit.co.uk

Rob Kates
www.robkates.co.uk

STATIONERY PRINT

VENUE DECORATION

FLORIST

Unbroken Print
unbrokenprint.com

Jane Sullivan
www.messageevents.co.uk/decoration

Aimee A
www.aimeea.co.uk

SWEET CART &
PHOTO BOOTH

POST-WEDDING
ACCOMMODATION

AUDIO/VISUAL
EQUIPMENT

Sweets and Feathers
sweetsandfeathers.co.uk

English Lakes Hotels
englishlakes.co.uk

Massive Technical Solutions
mtslive.co.uk

WEDDING CAKES

HAIR & MAKE-UP

PRE-MARRIAGE
COURSE

Cariad Cakes
instagram.com/cariadcakes

Shine Hair and Beauty
shinemanchester.com

Ivy Church
ivychurch.org
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Our menus
Three course set menu
SOUPS

MAINS

All served with a warm crusty roll and butter

All served with seasonal vegetables and baby roast potatoes

•
•
•
•

• Roast leg of lamb with garlic and
rosemary in red wine sauce
• Pan fried supreme of chicken, wrapped
in smoked bacon with a ragout of wild
mushrooms in cream & tarragon sauce
• Fillet of salmon with an avocado salsa
• Carvery roast beef and shallots of onion
• Pork loin with roasted pear

Roasted red pepper and garlic (v)
Roasted tomato and tarragon (v)
Roasted butternut squash and sweet potato (v)
Wild mushroom and garlic (v)

STARTERS
• Chicken liver parfait, red onion
marmalade, granary toast
• Mosaic of salmon & Greenland prawns, bound in
crème fraiche with lemon and herb dressing
• Creamy garlic mushroom served on
crusty ciabatta bread (v)
• Camembert wedges in herby crumbs with port
reduction, roasted and pickled grapes (v)
• Chicken satay served on a bed of salad, sweet chilli dip
• Mozzarella, beef tomato served on a bed of
spinach with olive oil & pesto drizzle (v)
• Indian selection, hot veg samosas, onion bhajis, veg
pakora, served with yoghurt mint dip & mango chutney

14

VEGETARIAN
• Tagliatelle of wild mushroom (v)
• Vegetable curry, served with jasmine rice (v)

Hot buffet menu
BRITISH
•
•
•
•

Home made pie
Stew and dumplings
Carvery dinner
Selection of seasonal vegetables and potatoes

CARIBBEAN (TRINIDAD)
• Chicken dhalpouril roti
• Jerk chicken
• Rice and peas

INDIAN

SWEETS
•
•
•
•

Baked apple crumble and custard
Sticky toffee pudding with a warm toffee sauce
Strawberry cheesecake and cream
Brandy snap basket filled with ice
cream and fresh fruit salad
• Eton mess, a classic summer dessert with
crushed meringue, cream and raspberries
• Selection of cheese and biscuits

FOR CHILDREN
Starter:
• Tomato soup
• Melon
Main:
• Chicken nuggets and chips
• Tuna pasta
Dessert:
• Vanilla ice cream
• Sticky toffee pudding

•
•
•
•
•

Chicken curry
Chicken balti
Boiled rice
Pappadum
Selection of dips

ITALIAN
• Homemade lasagne
• Garlic bread
• Salad

AMERICAN BBQ
• Pulled pork with apple and fennel coleslaw
• Classic beef burger with relish,
mature cheddar and gherkin
• Veggie burgers with vine tomato salsa (v)
• Marinated mackerel with chilli and lime,
finished with vine tomato salsa
• Hot Dog Cider Dog: Pork and apple sausage
with mustard, mature cheddar and piccalilli

(v) All buffets can be provided as vegetarian options
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Canapés
A wide selection of canapés served
to your guests as they arrive.

Cold buffet
SANDWICH PLATTER
Assortment of homemade soft rolls
and cut sandwiches with crisps.
Choose four options from the choices below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheese (v)
Tuna mayo
Egg mayo (v)
Roast beef
Ham
Turkey and stuffing
Chicken tikka
Prawn mayo
Chicken

SAVOURY SELECTION
Four choices from the sandwich platter options
above PLUS choose three savoury options below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pizza – various meat and vegetarian
Home made fresh potato salad (v)
Mini sausages
Sausage rolls
Cheese & onion rolls (v)
Mini scotch eggs
Pork pies
Onion bhajis (v)
Vegetable samosas (v)
Chicken drumsticks
Cheese cocktails with onion/pineapple

PLUS a selection of crisps and side salads.
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Afternoon tea

Drinks

SANDWICHES

ARRIVAL OR TOAST DRINKS

•
•
•
•
•

• Glass of prosecco
• Glass of champagne
• Glass of alcoholic punch

Cucumber and cream cheese
Yorkshire ham
Tuna mayonnaise
Egg mayonnaise and cress
Smoked salmon

DRINKS FOR THE TABLES
SCONES
Served with strawberry preserve and clotted cream

CAKES
A selection of freshly-baked miniature cakes

• Red, white or rosé wine
(We will provide you with a number
of wine choices before the day)
• Bottle of sparkling elderflower (750ml)
• Tea and filtered coffee
We have a wide variety of spirits, wine, beers
and soft drinks on offer for your wedding.
Please enquire about our selection.

TEA
Yorkshire tea served in a teapot for one
Upgrade to Suki loose leaf tea – choose from
Pink Grapefruit, Belfast Brew, Green Tea,
Whole Peppermint or Apple Loves Mint
Served in real china tableware.

Looking for something unique?
Contact us to find out more
about a tailored menu option
created just for you.
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Frequently asked questions

WHO WILL BE
OUR CONTACT?

WHO WILL DECORATE
THE ROOM?

HOW DO WE
ARRANGE A VIEWING?

You’ll be put in touch with a
dedicated wedding coordinator
who will walk with you through
the entire planning process.

We will ensure all our drapes, tables,
chairs and linen are in position
before you arrive the day before
to add any personal touches. We
also offer a decoration service
if you’d like help with this.

Call us at 0161 946 2300 and speak
to the Weddings team to arrange.

ARE WEEKENDS THE
ONLY OPTION FOR
MY WEDDING DATE?
Our venue is regularly in
use throughout the week so
Saturdays or week day evenings
are the only times available.

CAN I BRING MY
OWN FOOD OR USE
AN ALTERNATIVE
CATERER?
We have an in-house catering
team that are well experienced and
qualified that we use exclusively
for all our events to ensure we can
create the best experience possible.

HOW MANY PEOPLE
FIT AROUND YOUR
CIRCULAR TABLES?
We can fit eight comfortably or nine
at a push around each of our tables.
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WHAT TRANSPORT
LINKS ARE THERE?
We are located just off the M56 with
regular Uber drivers around, as well
as a free car park for up to 100 cars.

WHERE COULD
WE STAY?
We have a number of recommended
hotels within close proximity
of our venue. Please see page
23 for our suggestions.

WHERE DOES THE
MONEY FOR MY
WEDDING GO TO?
The Message Enterprise Centre
is a registered charity, so all
of the proceeds are used
to support our work.

HOW DO WE SET
THE DATE?
You can call or email us to see
if your desired date is free and
then we begin the booking
process with a £750 deposit.

WHEN DO WE
PAY THE REST
OF OUR FEE?
We will invoice you a month
before your wedding date with
all the details and outstanding
costs. Your final balance is due 14
days before your wedding date.
Remember – if you refer a friend
to book their wedding with us,
you will receive £100 cashback!

Our happy couples
It was such a perfect
day. Wonderful food,
wonderful decoration of
the venue and wonderful
service. Everything was
brilliant for us. Thank
you so much to the
team at the MEC.

Craig Robinson

Andy and Kristen
Cadwallander
Even five stars doesn’t
do it justice. The team
were amazing at helping
bring the event together.
The catering was exactly
to our requirements and
we’ve had nothing but
great feedback from our
guests. Everybody loved
it, thank you all so much.

My daughter and sonin-law recently held
their wedding reception
at The MEC. It was a
fabulous day. The staff
were attentive and made
us feel very welcome
and the food was
excellent. This is a big
thank from the father
of bride for helping to
make this such happy
and memorable day.

Ed Thornton
FATHER OF THE BRIDE

You all did such a
fantastic job of making
the reception the
success it was. We’ve
had so many positive
messages about The
MEC and all the staff
and just wanted you to
know how much we all
appreciate all you did.

Fiona Garwood

The staff we absolutely
astounding. I wouldn’t
have expected this
level of service from
a five-star hotel.

Lawrie Adam
FATHER OF THE BRIDE

The MEC staff were
tremendous, nothing
was too much trouble.
Everyone on my table
was commenting on
how wonderful the
whole experience was.

Sue and Paul
Macdonald
Paul and I would like
to extend our deepest
gratitude to everyone at
the Message Enterprise
Centre for making our
wedding reception
a truly wonderful
occasion. The venue
was simply breathtaking
and the attention to
detail impeccable.
Many of our guests have
since commented on
the professional, friendly
service of the MEC staff,
as well as the excellent
quality of the food.
From the moment we
decided to book the MEC
as our wedding venue,
we were impressed
by the efficient and
flexible service we
received. Thank you
once again to the team.

John Berry
RECEPTION GUEST
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The booking process

We work hard to make our booking process
as straightforward as possible. While every
wedding is unique, here is our suggested timeline
to help you prepare for your big day.

As soon as possible
• Arrange a venue visit with one of our team
• Based on your estimated numbers and choices,
we’ll put together a comprehensive quote
• Reserve a date (we can hold a date for
up to two weeks without deposit)
• Confirm your booking with a cleared deposit (£750)

Six months before
Meet with your wedding coordinator to plan
the finer details of your day, including:
• Updated daytime and evening guest
numbers (including children)
• Agree your menu choices for your tasting session
• Agree your additional extras

Four months before
Come along to a tasting session with our
chefs and decide on your meal choices.

One month before
•		Confirm your final guest numbers
•		Let us know about any special dietary
requirements for you and your guests
•		Finalise your wedding schedule
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•		Send us your table plan including guest
names and seating arrangements
•		Confirm drink quantities (reception, wine and toasts)
•		Make your final payment based on our final invoice
(due 14 days before your wedding date)

The day before
•		From 8am, you’ll be able to decorate the
space. Drapes, tables, chairs, cutlery and
glassware will already be in place.
•		Confirm any final changes to your schedule
with your wedding coordinator
•		You’ll have until 6pm on the day before to get the
venue ready. Throughout this time, we’ll serve free
barista coffees to you and your immediate family.

The big day
Relax and enjoy your wedding knowing
everything is in hand.

The next day
•		We’ll store your decorations free of
charge until the next working day
•		Recommend us to a friend and receive £100 cashback
when they use the MEC for their wedding

Booking form
When you’re ready, please complete the
following form and return to us at:
The Message Enterprise Centre, Harper Road,
Manchester, M22 4RG or by email to:
info@messageevents.co.uk.
Your name
Fiancé/fiancée’s name
Address
Contact number
Email

Preferred wedding date/s
Estimated number of daytime guests
Estimated number of evening guests
Preferred wedding package
How did you find out about weddings at the MEC?

Signed

For an informal chat
about your requirements
or to arrange a
no-obligation visit to
the MEC, please call
Sam Hawthorne on
0161 946 2318
or email info@
messageevents.co.uk.

Date
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Find us
BY CAR

BY TAXI

We’re two minutes from the M56 with
easy access to Manchester Airport.

All major Manchester taxi firms
collect from the MEC, including Uber.

BY PUBLIC
TRANSPORT

BY RAIL
Our nearest stations are
Gatley and East Didsbury.

Use the 43 bus (55 minutes from
Piccadilly Gardens to Sharston
Road) or 105 bus (40 minutes from
Piccadilly Gardens to Sharston Road).
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LOCAL ACCOMMODATION
Britannia Airport Hotel
3 stars | 0.9 miles | 0161 455 0166
www.britanniahotels.com
Palatine Road, Northenden, M22 4FH

Village Hotel Cheadle
3 stars | 2.4 miles | 0161 674 0160
www.village-hotels.co.uk
Cheadle Rd, Cheadle Hulme, SK8 1HW

Waterside Hotel & Leisure
3 stars | 2.8 miles | 0161 971 7000
www.waterside-hotel.co.uk
Wilmslow Rd, Manchester, M20 5WZ

Hilton Manchester Airport
4 stars | 3.6 miles | 0161 435 3000
www.hilton.com/manchester
Outwood Ln, Ringway, M90 4WP

23

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
A tailored experience for each aspect of your event
Competitive, transparent pricing
High standards of service in facilities, catering and technical support
A socially responsible business that reinvests your money in society’s most vulnerable young people

0161 946 2300
info@messageevents.co.uk
messageevents
message-events
messageevents.co.uk/weddings

